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What Do Snowbirds Do In The Winter?

Avoid wearing long underwear and a heavy coat? Sit in the sunshine? Take
walks outside? Put a different return address on correspondence? Miss my friends back
home? For me, it’s all of that and more. My husband Mel and I just spent the winter
months in Sun Lakes, Arizona, which is an active adult (55 plus) community in Maricopa
County, southeast of Phoenix. The population at the 2010 census was 13,975, with the
median age about 69, and there are close to 8,000 housing units. There are five active
adult country club communities in three homeowner associations. Sun Lakes covers 5.2
square miles. It has grown considerably since it began in about 1980 with a population of
1,925. The section where we rented a house is called Sun Lakes 1 (Phase 1), and this is
the area where my brothers Bill and Jim and friend Renee own homes, as well as friends
Jim and Karen from the state of Washington and friends Jack and Kit from Colorado.
With such a group of family and friends, we socialized with them every week,
usually taking advantage of Papa Murphy’s $10 Tuesday and taking turns hosting the
pizza night. Of course, when you need two or three pizzas, appetizers, salad and dessert,
the $10 deal vanishes. Arizona is a popular destination for other family members and
friends to visit, so sometimes we had more than our basic nine people in attendance. But
whatever the menu or number of people or house where we were, we always had a good
time together.
Mel likes to be active and help with projects, but since there were none for him
to do this year, he kept occupied and stimulated by doing jigsaw puzzles. We took some
from home, and we also borrowed some from the Sun Lakes Country Club puzzle room.
So we did 70 puzzles! My social outlet was playing Mahjongg with my friend Renee in
the two groups where she played. So I met 13 new ladies and worked at improving my
Mahjongg skills.
From February 1 to March 2, for four hours on each of those Saturday and
Monday mornings, we both volunteered with the Sun Lakes Citrus Sharers. This was a
group of about 230 people who picked the grapefruit, oranges, lemons, tangerines and
tangelos from people’s trees who had requested the service. The Citrus Sharers have been
providing this service for 14 years, and all of the fruit is donated to St. Mary’s Food Bank.
The volunteers were divided into eight teams, with varying numbers of workers on our
team each workday, sometimes 10, sometimes more. Overall, on Saturdays, there was an
average of 138 people who came, and on Mondays, 92 people. Our team’s work area was
the south part of SL Phase 1, our neighborhood (so we knew some places to have a pit
stop when needed!). Usually the women would pick the lower hanging fruit, while the
men would use hooked poles to reach the higher fruit. I tried my hand using the pole at
times, and sometimes it was tricky to hook the stem of the fruit in order to pull it down.
And watch out for the falling grapefruit!! They fell like cannonballs! There was a lot of
stretching, bending, walking and carrying involved in each workday, so we all got plenty
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of exercise! We collected the fruit into five-gallon buckets, and some grapefruit trees

yielded 30 full buckets. We averaged seven houses and 16 trees per day. At the end of
our picking season, a total of 794 homes were serviced by all of the teams, with a total of
1,742 trees (650 grapefruit, 701 orange, 288 lemon and 103 other). The total weight was
144,000 pounds, or 72 tons! We enjoyed meeting new people, fellow pickers, and were
glad to work for a worthwhile cause.
St. Mary’s Food Bank was founded by John van Hengel in 1967, and it exists to
help feed hungry families throughout Phoenix and nine Arizona counties. It is one of the
largest food banks in the United States. Van Hengel founded several other food banks
across the country, founded the national organization America’s Second Harvest (known
today as Feeding America), and founded the Global Food Banking network.
Three friends and I enjoyed the Broadway musical You’re a Good Man, Charlie
Brown! performed by the Sun Lakes Community Theatre. Mel and I, Jim and Karen
traveled to the Queen Creek Olive Mill which is a family owned company that grows and
presses olives for the production of high-quality extra virgin olive oil. We viewed a
video and heard explanations of all of the procedures, then had ample time to browse and
sample oils in the gift shop area. We bought World Olive Oil Silver Award 2019 Arizona
Extra Virgin Olive Oil, Dark Chocolate Olive Oil, Meyer Lemon Olive Oil and Maytag
Blue Cheese Stuffed Olives. At a market in the Country Club parking lot one day, we
bought Prickly Pear Orange Jelly and Pineapple Barrel Cactus Jalapeno Jam – new tastes
to try.
The Basha family is known in Arizona for founding a successful supermarket
chain. Eddie Basha, Jr. grew up infatuated with the American West. After graduating
with a degree in history from Stanford University, at the urging of his Aunt Zelma, he
began collecting all types of Western American and American Indian art. Today, The
Zelma Basha Salmeri Gallery of Western American and American Indian Art in
Chandler, AZ, houses Eddie’s vast and varied collection. The over 3,000 items to be
enjoyed include oil, acrylic and watercolor paintings, pastel, pen and ink and charcoal
drawings, bronze, wood and natural stone sculptures, wood-turned bowls, basketry,
pottery, kachinas and jewelry. It is just an amazing gallery!
We chose to avoid the traffic and crowds in Phoenix and instead visited
interesting tourist sites near Tucson, about a two-hour drive to the southeast. The
Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum is a 98-acre zoo, aquarium, botanical garden, natural
history museum and art gallery. The two-mile walking paths cover over 21 acres of d
esert landscape where over 1,200 species of plants grow. The Sonora Desert is known as
the lushest desert on earth, partly due to its winter and summer rainfalls. Dominating the
landscape are the palo verde (Spanish for green wood or stick) trees and the saguaro
(pronounced sa-WAH-ro) cacti. Young saguaros grow under the protection of a “nurse
tree,” often a palo verde, ironwood or mesquite tree. As the saguaro grows, its much older nurse tree may die.
Continued on page 2 -

Continued from Page 1 Although we had seen a great number of saguaros there, we were overwhelmed by the
numbers and sizes of the saguaros in nearby Saguaro National Park! There are two sections of
the Park, on the East and West sides of Tucson. The nation’s largest cactus is the universal
symbol of the American West, with its “arms” often giving it the appearance of a man. Saguaros
only grow in the Sonoran Desert, growing from sea level to approximately 4,000 feet in
elevation. It is a very slow growing cactus, growing between 1 and 1.5 inches in the first eight
years of its life. At age 35, it begins to produce flowers and will continue to do so throughout its
lifetime. Its branches, or “arms,” normally begin to appear at 50-70 years of age. In areas of
lower precipitation, it may take up to 100 years before arms appear. A saguaro is considered to
be an adult cactus at about 125 years of age. The average life span is probably 150-175 years.
However, biologists believe that some may live over 200 years. The tallest saguaro ever
recorded was 78 feet tall, but it fell down in 1986. Currently a saguaro in Scottsdale, AZ, holds
the title at 53 feet tall. An adult saguaro may weigh six tons or more, and its weight is supported
by a circular skeleton of inter-connected, woody ribs. Another amazing fact about saguaros is
their value. We learned at a cactus nursery that a saguaro would cost $100 per foot, calculated
by measuring the height of the trunk plus each arm.
The Pima Air and Space Museum near Tucson is one of the world’s largest
non-government funded aerospace museums with over 100,000 square feet of indoor display
space as well as 80 outdoor acres. More than 350 historical aircraft and helicopters are on
display, including a 390th Bombardment Group B-17G Flying Fortress from World War II and
the last operational Consolidated B-24J Liberator bomber that was sent from India in 1969.
There is an Arizona Aviation Hall of Fame honoring Arizonans and a Titan Missile Museum.
About 10 miles south of Tucson is another noteworthy site, the historic Spanish Catholic
Mission San Xavier del Bac (The Mission of Saint Xavier of the Water) on the Tohono
O’odham Nation San Xavier Indian Reservation. The mission was founded in 1692 by Padre
Eusebio Kino. The original church was destroyed in an Apache raid in 1770, and the building
that survives today was built between 1783 and 1797, which makes it the oldest European
structure in Arizona. It is an outstanding example of Spanish Colonial architecture with an
elegant white stucco, Moorish-inspired exterior and dazzling colors of the paintings, carvings,
frescoes and statues in the interior. It is still actively run by the Franciscans and continues to
serve the native community by which it was built. The Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity
teach in the school and reside in the mission convent. Extensive restoration of the church began
in the late 20th century and has continued over the following years.
As one might expect in a warm weather venue, in Sun Lakes, golf is very popular, as
well as tennis, bocce ball, pickleball, softball, bowling, table tennis, billiards and swimming.
You can be as active and involved as you want, in such groups as the Hiking Club, Aero Club,
Fly Fishing Club, RV Club, Savvy Travelers Club, Lions Club, Rotary, Sci Fi Club, Chordaires
Show Chorus, Sun Lakes Community Theatre, Cheers Singles Club, Red Hatters, Woodcarvers,
and Desert Artists Club. To promote health and fitness, you could participate in yoga, line
dance classes, Zumba, water aerobics, the Golden Goalies (weight loss) or the Fit and Fun Health
and Nutrition Group. For some mental stimulation, there is a Chess Club, Apple (computer)
Club, Democratic and Republican Clubs, and groups who play poker, bridge, pinochle, euchre,
cribbage, canasta, Mahjongg, trivia, Scrabble and dominoes, as well as a well-stocked library in
the Country Club. There are nationality and state groups, such as Scandinavian and Italian,
Michigan and Illinois. The Sun Lakes Sew-N-Sews and the Agave Quilt Guild provide a creative
outlet for many ladies. There are also churches of many denominations in the area. So who says
“old people” just sit in their recliners all day? Not in Sun Lakes!
Spring sights occur earlier in Arizona than in Iowa, of course, so we were able to enjoy
many flowers in bloom, such as oleanders, petunias, geraniums, pansies and bougainvillea. We
even saw hummingbirds. It is a lot of work to pack up whatever you want to take for the winter,
then unpack when you get home, but we are happy being snowbirds and thankful for the
opportunity to do so.
References: Wikipedia.org; firstfoodbank.org; queencreekolivemill.com;
eddiebashacollection.com; desertmuseum.org; nps.gov/sagu; saguaronationalpark.com;
pimaair.org

Picking a grapefruit tree

Mission San Xavier del Bac
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One day’s picking of some of the 72 tons of fruit picked for St. Mary’s Food Bank

City Of New Virginia
Council Meeting Minutes - April 6th, 2020
The Council met in regular session on Monday April 6th, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. for the
April Council Meeting.
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Huston with Council Members Nelson,
Strange, Truman and Zuercher present. Absent Galivan.
Minutes from the March Council Meeting and Treasurer’s Report were approved.
A letter was received from a citizen concerned about people walking down the
middle of streets and not yielding to vehicles as well as bicycles carelessly riding on city
streets. It is recommended to walk facing oncoming traffic on the same side of the road as
oncoming traffic. City Ordinance 24.55 PEDESTRIANS ON LEFT states pedestrians shall
at all times when walking upon a street or highway where there is no sidewalk walk on the
left side of such street or highway. When bicycling, you will want to ride on the right
(going in the same direction as automobile traffic). City Ordinance 25.04 RIDING ON
ROADWAYS states every person operating a bicycle upon a roadway shall ride to the
right-hand side of the roadway as practicable, exercising due care when passing a standing
vehicle or one proceeding in the same direction. Please be courteous to other vehicles on
the streets when walking or riding a bicycle and abide by the Ordinances stated above.
Water utilities discussed. The current water service ordinance was discussed.
Copies of the ordinance will be emailed to councilmembers to review for discussion at the
May council meeting.
Zuercher moved, seconded by Nelson to discontinue the water bill for the vacant
property of 307 Main Street. A roll call vote was taken: 4 ayes, 0 nays. Motion carried.
A person not working because of the mandates set forth due to COVID-19 inquired
about waiving late fees on water bills. After thorough discussion of this inquiry, Zuercher
moved, seconded by Truman to waive late fees for water usage on the April and May water
bills. A roll call vote was taken: 4 ayes, 0 nays. Motion carried.
The Mayor & Council were updated on the City taking over operation of the fire
department. The Virginia Township Trustees will need to officially sell the fire station
building, vehicles and equipment to the City following the proper legal process. Documents
for the transfer of operation of the fire department from Virginia Township to the City of
New Virginia were reviewed. The documents reviewed included a fire department draft
ordinance, hazardous substance spills draft ordinance and draft 28E agreement between the
City of New Virginia & Virginia Township. Nelson moved, seconded by Truman to
approve all above stated draft documents. A roll call vote was taken: 4 ayes, 0 nays.
Motion carried. All of these documents will be forwarded to the City Attorney for
finalization.
A 28E Agreement for Mutual Assistance with the Warren County Fire & EMS
Association was reviewed. Nelson moved, seconded by Truman to approve the 28E
Agreement for Mutual Assistance with the Warren County Fire & EMS Association. A roll
call vote was taken: 4 ayes, 0 nays. Motion carried.
Law Enforcement – The report summary from the Sheriff’s Office for the month of
February was reviewed. forty-one calls were received or initiated in the community during
the month. Three citations/warnings were written in the New Virginia area. Officers
logged in excess of 58.75 hours for the month in the community.
Draft Ordinance #109 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF NEW VIRGINIA, IOWA was reviewed. There will be
a public hearing set for the first reading of this Ordinance at the May 2nd, 2020 council
meeting.
The current city budget and fund balances were reviewed for the need of any
budget amendments.
GAMP FINANCIAL UPDATE -April 6, 2020
The following are the balances for the GAMP accounts: Money Market $23010.77;
Regular Account $965.37. The Tot Time director has stepped down due to personal
reasons. We will need to find a new director for the program at this time.
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The GAMP Community Building has been closed for any and all use due to COVID-19.
There were two lights that came down near the crow’s nest during a wind storm this
winter/early spring. The lights will need to be replaced.
NEW VIRGINIA PLAYGROUND COMMITTEE UPDATE
We have not met since the March 7th meeting after the dance. We will hold another
meeting after the COVID-19 restrictions are lifted. We have received notice our trash bins
and grills have been completed. We will look to get those when possible due to COVID-19.
We reviewed our grants – Jennifer sent messages to both WCPP and Prairie Meadows in
regard to the completion of these two projects. Due to COVID-19, we are unable to complete
the work for these projects at the current time. WCPP has extended us out for their grant. Jennifer has not heard back from Prairie Meadows. Our account balance is $17820.64.
KEEP IOWA BEAUTIFUL PROGRAM
The account balance is $169.00. The bricks have been put up around the welcome
signs. Thank you to John Allsup for his hard work. The committee is still working on trying
to get a mural painted on the north side of the old fire station and possibly on the south side
of Voltmer’s building north of the fire station.
Nelson moved, seconded by Strange to replace two lights blown down at GAMP
Park near the crow’s nest. A roll call vote was taken: 4 ayes, 0 nays. Motion carried.
The Mayor and Council extend a BIG THANK YOU to John Allsup for his great
work and volunteering his time and labor laying the bricks around the welcome signs at the
east and north edge of town.
Nelson moved, seconded by Strange to approve payment of all City bills and GAMP
bills. A roll call vote was taken: 4 ayes, 0 nays. Motion carried.
With no further business to come forth, Strange moved, seconded by Nelson to
adjourn meeting. A roll call vote was taken: 4 ayes, 0 nays. Motion carried. Meeting
adjourned at 9:02 p.m. The May council meeting is scheduled for Saturday May 2nd, 2020 at
7:30 a.m. May meeting date – Saturday May 2nd, 2020 at 7:30 a.m.

Brent Baughman, City Clerk

FSA Makes Changes to Farm Loan, Disaster, Conservation and Safety Net Programs to Make it
Easier for Customers to Conduct Business
Tim Busby
(641)449-3619
(515)238-9866
New Virginia, IA

BUSBY AUCTION
SERVICE
complete auction service
busbyauctionservice@gmail.com

In Years Past…
1947 - Renew Blue Denim
Blue overalls can be washed so
they will look almost as good
as new. Wash in the regular
way & rinse. In the last rinse
water, use 1 cup salt, ½ cup
bluing and 1 quart cooked
starch. Put them through the
wringer and hang up to dry.
The bluing renews the color,
the salt sets it, and the starch
makes them stay cleaner and
wash out easier.

New Virginia
Christian Church
604 Main St.
New Virginia, IA
Sunday School - 10 am
Sunday Worship - 11 am
Jesus replied. “ You don’t understand
now what I am doing, but someday you
will.” John: 13 vs, 7

FSA Services Available by Phone Appointment Only
DES MOINES, IOWA, March 26, 2020 – USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) county offices are open in Iowa by phone appointment only until
further notice, and FSA staff are available to continue helping agricultural producers with program signups, loan servicing and other important actions.
Additionally, FSA is relaxing the loan-making process and adding flexibilities for servicing direct and guaranteed loans to provide credit to producers
in need.
FSA Service Centers are open for business by phone appointment only. While our program delivery staff will continue to come into to the
office, they will be working with our agricultural producers by phone and using email and online tools whenever possible.
“FSA programs and loans are critical to Iowa farmers and ranchers, and we want to continue our work with customers while taking
precautionary measures to help prevent the spread of coronavirus,” FSA State Executive Director Amanda De Jong said. “We recognize that farm
loans are critical for annual operating and family living expenses, emergency needs and cash flow through times like this. FSA is working to find and
use every option and flexibility to provide producers with credit options and other program benefits.”
FSA is delivering programs and services, including: Farm loans; Commodity loans; Farm Storage Facility Loan program; Disaster
assistance programs, including signup for the Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program Plus (this includes producers now eligible because of losses
due to drought and excess moisture in 2018 and 2019); Safety net programs, including 2020 signup for the Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss
Coverage programs; Conservation programs; and Acreage reports.
Relaxing the Farm Loan-Making Process FSA is relaxing the loan-making process, including: Extending the deadline for applicants to
complete farm loan applications; Preparing Direct Loans documents even if FSA is unable to complete lien and record searches because of closed
government buildings. Once those searches are complete, FSA would close the loan; and Closing loans if the required lien position on the primary
security is perfected, even for loans that require additional security and those lien searches, filings and recordings cannot be obtained because of
closed government buildings.
Servicing Direct Loans - FSA is extending deadlines for producers to respond to loan servicing actions, including loan deferral consideration
for financially distressed and delinquent borrowers.
FSA will temporarily suspend loan accelerations, non-judicial foreclosures, and referring foreclosures to the Department of Justice. The U.S.
Attorney’s Office will make the determination whether to stop foreclosures and evictions on accounts under its jurisdiction.
Servicing Guaranteed Loans - Guarantee lenders can self-certify, providing their borrowers with: Subsequent-year operating loan advances on lines
of credit; Emergency advances on lines of credit.
FSA will consider guaranteed lender requests for: Temporary payment deferral consideration when borrowers do not have a feasible plan reflecting
that family living expenses, operating expenses and debt can be repaid; and Temporary forbearance consideration for borrowers on loan liquidation
and foreclosure actions.
Contacting FSA- FSA will be accepting additional forms and applications by facsimile or electronic signature. Some services are also
available online to customers with an eAuth account, which provides access to the farmers.gov portal where producers can view USDA farm loan
information and payments and view and track certain USDA program applications and payments. Customers can track payments, report completed
practices, request conservation assistance and electronically sign documents. Customers who do not already have an eAuth account can enroll at
farmers.gov/sign-in.
FSA encourages producers to contact their county office to discuss these programs and temporary changes to farm loan deadlines and the
loan servicing options available. For Service Center contact information, visit farmers.gov/coronavirus.

Nancy’s Dog Grooming,
Boarding & Training

Huston’s
Auto Repair Plus
503 Border Street

Nancy Crabtree - Owner

New Virginia, IA 50210
641-449-3672

5145 Vermont St - New Virginia, IA

Proud To Be Using

Home: 641-449-3290

Cell: 515-313-6738

Do YOU have a cover story idea for Tri-Corner?
Call 641-449-3421
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Please email your idea or draft of your own writing for review
and consideration to: tricorner@newvirginia.com

Earth Day:
This year Earth Day is Wednesday, April 22,
2020. This also marks the 50th year of Earth Day.
According to the Earth Day website, Earth Day was
founded by Senator Gaylord Nelson after he witnessed the
effects of a massive oil spill in California during the late
1960s. As Earth Day has evolved the scope has evolved.
What started as protests to protect the environment has
led to communities, organizations, citizens and schools
uniting to better the world in which we live and work.
Earth Day was created to use the energy from the
protests of the late 1960’s into a mobilized effort around
environmental issues, yet it means so much more at a local
level. When students and community members work
together to effect change in our communities—it is
powerful. It leads to a greater sense of community. It
leads to greater pride in our homes and businesses. It leads
to stronger relationships between those with whom we
work. It leads to a sense of satisfaction that a small group
can impact big change. It leads to a greater sense of
worth—that we are more than ourselves and together we
can be strong.
I-35 Students involved in the National Honor
Society have participated in service learning opportunities
for the last several years. Different groups at Interstate 35
Community Schools have been involved in community
service projects

Interstate 35 Grab and Go Meal Availability and Site Information
Interstate 35 Community School District is participating in the Summer Food
Service Program during the Covid 19 closures. Meals will be provided to ALL children
without charge and are the same for all children regardless of race, color, national origin,
sex, age or disability, and there will be no discrimination in the course of the meal service.
Meals will be provided by signing up using the following link
https://forms.gle/jdUTrAzhhauGWRB66 , signing up at a site, or calling Deann Strange at
515-210-8847, we will have a few extra meals at each site on a first come, first serve basis.
The sites for meals are as follow:
Truro- Interstate 35 School, High School Entrance, 405 E. North St.
New Virginia-Old Settlers Park shelter house 400 West St.
St. Charles-St. Charles Lions Hall, 113 North Lumber, west door entrance
The meals are starting on March 25, 2020 with delivery to the 3 sites Monday
through Friday from 11 am to noon. Meal delivery will continue until the Covid 19 school
closure ends.
To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program
Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at:
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, and at any USDA office, or write a
letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the
form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your
completed form or letter to USDA by:
Continued in next column

(1)

mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;

(2)

fax: (202) 690-7442; or

(3)

email: program.intake@usda.gov.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
Iowa Non-Discrimination Statement:
“It is the policy of this CNP provider not to discriminate on the basis of race, creed,
color, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, disability, age, or
religion in its programs, activities, or employment practices as required by the Iowa
Code section 216.6, 216.7, and 216.9. If you have questions or grievances related to
compliance with this policy by this CNP Provider, please contact the Iowa Civil Rights
Commission, Grimes State Office building, 400 E. 14th St. Des Moines, IA 503191004; phone number 515-281-4121, 800-457-4416; website:
https://icrc.iowa.gov/.”

In Years Past…
May 1917 - By overwhelming majorities, both the senate and house
passed the administration bill to raise a war army by selective draft.
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COVID-19: The situation with COVID-19 remains fluid.
Governor Reynolds gives a daily briefing, usually at 2:30 p.m. For
information about COVID-19, you can access information about cases
in Iowa at: https://idph.iowa.gov/emerging-health-issues/novel-coronavirus
National information can be accessed at:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/faq.html
Unemployment: Iowa Workforce Development encourages the
public to visit its website: www.IowaWorkforceDevelopment.gov to file
for their initial and weekly unemployment insurance claim. While there,
claimants will be able to get helpful information regarding unemployment
insurance eligibility and receive the latest updated information. Iowa
Workforce Development is receiving an unprecedented level of calls and
has several hundred staff answering those calls each day. However, long
waits are resulting from the surge and many of the questions can be
answered by the information contained on its website.
Small Business Sole Operator Relief Fund: The program will
provide grants of between $5,000-$10,000 to sole proprietorship or single
member LLC businesses that are also certified as Targeted Small
Businesses (TSB) by the State of Iowa. Businesses who are not currently
certified TSBs may submit a certification application and be considered
for assistance through the program.
https://www.iowaeconomicdevelopment.com/our-agency-detailresources/6710?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
Small Business Loans: The U.S. Small Business Administration
(SBA) has issued a disaster declaration for the state of Iowa as of January
31, 2020 and continuing. The declaration allows pandemic-impacted small
businesses and private, non-profit organizations to apply for low-interest
support loans. Applications can be made via the SBA’s website:
https://disasterloan.sba.gov/ela/
DOT: Iowa DOT rest areas, garages, weigh scales, and
administrative offices remain open. Iowa DOT operated driver’s license
service centers are open by appointment only for essential services. More
information can be found at: https://iowadot.gov/covid-19/PublicResponse The site is updated nightly because of changing circumstances
with federal and state waivers.
Emergency Aid: The Senate approved its largest emergency aid package in
modern history that will offer $2 trillion to help Americans, hospitals and
businesses weather the effects of the coronavirus. The vote late Wednesday
night was 96-0. The bill will now go to the House for approval before it’s
sent to President Donald Trump for his signature.
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/health/2020/03/25/coronav
irus-mcconnell-schumer-trump-admin-announce-stimulusdeal/2913971001/
Meal Services pk-12: For general information go to:
https://educateiowa.gov/pk-12/nutrition-programs/summer-food-serviceprogram For a list of approved sponsors/providers:
https://educateiowa.gov/documents/summer-food-serviceprogram/2020/03/approved-sponsors-provide-meals-during-covid-19
Reminder: This is an extremely fluid situation. It is important that you
continue to educate yourself and your family as information is released.
And it is especially important that we remember we are neighbors and
friends before we are Democrats or Republicans.

I-35 April Updates
Greetings from I-35 Schools. We hope that you and your family are all well. The Interstate 35
Community Schools is closed until the end of April. We wanted to ensure all our parents, students and
community members that we are still available to answer questions and serve in any way possible. Please
contact us if we can help.
Free Breakfast and Lunch program. All students 2-18 are eligible for free breakfast and lunch through
our summer feeding program—which is happening now, while the school is closed! If you are interested
in signing your student(s) up for breakfast and lunch, please contact the district office at 641-765-4291.
Our pick up locations are at the Lion’s Shelter in New Virginia, the Lion’s Hall in St Charles, and the
entry to the high school in Truro.
Continuity of Learning Plan. The district sent out our Continuity of Learning Plan to all parents and
students. Highlights of the plan include Required Educational Service for students in grades 9-12. This
option allows students to participate in distance learning and earn credit. Our students in our PK-8
program will participate in our Voluntary Educational Enrichment Program. We will continue to provide
a variety of learning options for our students in grades PK-8. While we know this learning is not ideal,
we appreciate everyone’s patience and willingness to work in diverse situations.
Essential Daycare Services. Our daycare is open for any employees are deemed in essential services.
For more information, please contact Kristen Harris at kharris@i-35.k12.ia.us for more information.
Preschool Registration. Preschool registration is underway at Interstate 35 Elementary School. If you
have a student that will be three on or before Sept 15, please consider enrolling him/her in our three year
old preschool program. This is a half day morning program. We also provide wrap around care for our
three year olds. There is cost associated with this program. If you are interested, please contact our 3
year old teacher Kristen Harris at kharris@roadrunnerpride.org
We also have spots available in our 4 year old preschool program. If your child will be 4 on or before
September 15, this may be an option for you. We currently offer a half day free program, a full day
program with some additional costs and a full day program with wrap around care. If you have any
questions, we encourage you to contact our Preschool Director, Jenny Dickinson at
jdickinson@roadrunnerpride.org
Summer Daycare. Our daycare will be open this summer and we are currently REGISTERING
STUDENTS!
The daycare will still only be available to current school age children (3 year old PK during the
19-20 school year and up). The daycare will be closed during the first week of June, and from June 29July 3 to allow the custodial crew to get the summer cleaning done in the area. There will not be breakfast
or lunch provided, so children will need to provide a sack lunch. AM and PM snacks with milk/juice will
be provided.
You can contract to attend either 3,4, or 5 days a week for $25 per child/per day. 1 or 2 days a
week will pay the drop-in rate of $30 per day.
There will be a field trip every week to an out of town activity. Bussing will be provided. There
will be additional local in town trips as well (library, park, etc). There is a $100 fee to cover the cost of
field trips, with $50 due at the beginning of June and the other $50 due at the beginning of July.

If you are interested in registering or if you would like more information, please contact our
Daycare Director Kristen Harris at kharris@roadrunnerpride.org
Upcoming Calendar of Events
All school events scheduled for April are postponed per the school closure until April 30.
For more information about any of our events please contact the school.
Elementary Office 641-765-4901
Secondary Office 641-765-4818
District Office 641-765-4291
April 13, 2020
9-12 Begins Required Educational Services
PK-8 Continues Voluntary Enrichment Educational Services
May 4, 2020
Tentative Return to School Date
May 29, 2020 6
Tentative Last Day of School

APRIL Can Be Seen Everywhere
The letters in APRIL appear in all of the words defined below. Fill in the blanks to reveal the
words.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Circling around a central axis in a curve of cylindrical form
_ PIRAL
Very hot, sultry, torrid
_ R _ PI _ AL
A reproduction or copy
R _ PLI _ A
Distinctive individual qualities of a person
P_ R _ _ _ ALI _ _
Useful & sensible; designed for use
PRA _ _ I _ _ L
Tropical American, spiny, woody vine of lily family (its dried roots were formerly
used in medicine)
_ AR _ _ P_ _ IL _ _
Exceedingly or recklessly wasteful
PR _ _ I _ AL
Parachute used in sport of sailing through the air while being towed by a
powerboat
PAR _ _ _ IL
Governing officer, specifically of a school
PRI _ _ _ _ AL
To take ideas or writings from another & pass them off as one’s own

ST. CHARLES PUBLIC LIBRARY
scplibrary@netins.net, 641-396-2945
Hours: Sun. 1-5, Mon. 10-6, Tue. 12-8,
Thu. 12-8, Sat. 9-12. Free WiFi

The St Charles Library
Is temporarily closed
due to COVID-19

PLA _ I _ R _ _ _
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Mainly, principally
PRI _ A _ _ L _
Large coastal bird, gray-brown body & wings, dark bill & throat pouch
_R___
P _ LI _ A _
Glittering or glistening
_ PAR _ LI _ _
Expressing courtesy or praise; given free as a courtesy
_ _ _ PLI _ _ _ _ AR _
Purple bird, likes birdhouse with many individual compartments
__R_L_
_ AR _ I _
Please look in this issue for the answers.
Grandmother's Pound Cake II
www.allrecipes.com

Ingredients:
3 c. sugar
2 c. butter

4 c. flour
2/3 c. milk

6 eggs

Preheat oven to 325 degrees. Grease two 5x9 inch loaf pans, then
line with parchment paper. Cream together sugar and butter in a
large bowl with an electric mixer until light and fluffy. Beat in eggs,
one at a time. Beat in flour alternately with milk, mixing just until
incorporated. Spread batter evenly into prepared loaf pans. Bake
until a toothpick inserted into centers comes out clean, about one
hour. Remove from oven, loosen edges with a knife, and let cool 10
minutes. Remove cakes from pans, peel off parchment, and let cool
completely on wire racks. If desired, dust with powdered sugar
before cutting each loaf into 10 slices.
Note: Serve with your favorite fresh berries and whip cream! Also,
you can use a 9x13 cake pan instead of 2 loaf pans.

St. Charles Reminder
PLEASE KEEP YOUR GRASS
OFF THE ROAD!
Blowing your grass clippings onto the
roadway can clog storm drains,
cause flooding and is dangerous
for motorcycles.
Please keep your
clippings on your lawn.
Thank you!
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HELP PRESERVE OUR PAST!
We are collecting St. Charles newspapers from the 1880’s to 1960’s
to digitize for future generations. Please contact library for more info.
Papers will be returned to owners.
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BEDWELL BUILDERS

VOLUNTEER WANTED

Est. 1992

Director for the Tot Time Program at the Gerry Allen Memorial Park.
This program is for children age 0 thru preschool aged. The director would plan
activities, games and music for the children.

Certified Septic System Installers &
Certified Time of Sale Inspectors
Backhoe, Trenching, and Bulldozing
Waterline Installation & Repair
Tree Clearing, Pulling & Sawing

If interested or would like more details please contact
Erin Thornburgh at 641-449-3632 or Jennifer Baughman at 641-449-3492.

Licensed & Insured
Glen 641-396-2462 *  Ben 515-681-2053
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ISU Extension and Outreach will offer
Master Gardener training beginning in August
March 2, 2020, 10:48 am | Susan DeBlieck
AMES, Iowa – If you’ve ever dreamed of improving your gardening skills in a
way that benefits others and helps your community, you might want to consider
becoming a Master Gardener volunteer.
Training for this popular program will be offered by Iowa State
University Extension and Outreach this fall, at participating county extension
offices, and at a hands-on workshop at Iowa State University, Oct. 10.
By becoming a Master Gardener, Iowans will be joining one of the
largest volunteer networks in the country. Participants expand their own
knowledge and discover the many ways they can share what they know with
others.
“Participants in the Master Gardener training get connected to fellow
plant enthusiasts and to local resources,” said Susan DeBlieck, Master
Gardener state coordinator with ISU Extension and Outreach. “They get to
learn hands-on and become part of a national network of passionate
volunteers.”
Those interested should apply online by Aug. 1, and must submit to
and pass a background check. If selected, participants will be required to pay
a class fee of $195 and will receive a training manual.
The training consists of 40 hours of hands-on education, offered
August through November. Lecture and hands-on activity topics include
vegetables, houseplants, compost, fruits, native plants, pest management and
more.
Participants must also complete a 40-hour volunteer internship by
Dec. 31, 2021, in which they will gain experience helping their community. If
not interested in volunteering, there is a separate option called a Pro-Hort
trainee, which carries a $550 fee and a certificate upon completion.
Once certified, Master Gardener volunteers can remain active
members in the following years by completing 10 hours of continuing
education and contributing 20 hours of volunteer community service.
The date and time for each training varies by county, and applications
fill quickly, so apply soon. To learn more about an upcoming opportunity, visit
the Master Gardener program website, or contact your local county extension
office.

Hello Friends,
This has been a month we hoped we would never see. Is our faith being
tested? Oh, my yes! Can we be encouraged during such a time? We want to share
with you how we are getting through this virus threat. We have learned in all things to
go to the Bible which is the only way to true and lasting victory. We have learned that
through our individual and corporate trials, the Word of God is true and works when
we believe it. In Psalms 37:19, it says the blameless are known to the Lord, and their
inheritance will endure forever. In times of disaster, they will not wither, and in days of
famine, they will enjoy plenty.
We do want to thank you for your prayers and endless donations that continue
on even through difficult times. We thank you for your requests for prayers because
we get encouraged as we pray for others. Karen Linhart can be reached at her home
phone any time for prayer. If she is not there, leave a message, and she will call you
back. We delight in the Lord for your requests. We have seen God do some mighty
things when we humble ourselves and admit we need help through Christ Jesus Our
Lord. We are in this troubled time together if we will allow ourselves to encourage or
to be encouraged through HIS Word. It is through HIS Word that we get strength to go
on.
Thank you for all you do for us to help us keep the doors open to serve those
in need. Sometimes I think we feel we are the only ones going through tough times.
There are many individuals and families going through difficulties also. We do what
we can to help, and we always pray for them. On Mondays, we give fresh food
giveaway as a drive-thru only. We are still fully operational, with the exception of
clothing giveaway. Emergency food pantry, please call first so we can get your information over the phone and give you further instructions. We are temporarily suspending midweek sandwich giveaway. All sandwiches will be frozen and distributed on
Mondays during fresh food giveaway. We are now in our 35th year of giving to those
who are in need. The need may be food, clothing, prayer or just to be able to
communicate with someone to be built up through prayer and scripture. We also get
blessed as we encourage others to do it through the Bible.
As we leave you this day, we want you to know that no matter what the world is
bringing down today, Jesus Christ is bigger. We can do all things through Christ who
strengthens us. If Christ is for us, who can be against us? His love for us never ends,
no matter where we are in our walk or what we have done. He said in John 16:33, I
have told you these things so that you may have peace. In this world you will have
trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world. We thank you once again for all
you all do for us to keep the doors open for those in need. How pleased we are to have
you helping us, whether by prayer, donations, volunteering or other ways. Know this
day that no matter what, you are loved always by Jesus Christ Our Lord who gave His
life for us to have victory each day if we choose. We also love you and pray for you
when that need arises. If you call Jesus’ Right Hand after hours for assistance, on the
answering machine there will be numbers you can call.
In His Service and Love,
Jesus’ Right Hand Ministries

In Years Past…
1948 - Wanted! To Buy!
All kinds of burlap and feed sacks. See us or bring them in.
M.B. Reed
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The recent extension of statewide school closures through April
30th has moved all districts in the state of Iowa and beyond to make
decisions about continued learning for students. This is new territory for
administrators, teachers, students and parents. With guidance from the
Iowa Department of Education, Martensdale-St. Marys has made the
decision to go forward with Voluntary Educational Enrichment
Opportunities (VEEO) during this time. This model allows flexibility in
delivering instruction without the requirement to make up lost hours or
days due to this pandemic.
All students and families PK-12 will receive weekly updates with
instruction, resources, and learning activities from teachers on Mondays
and Fridays. Tuesday-Thursday, teachers will be available to answer
questions, provide reinstruction and feedback, and other means of
support for voluntary student learning.
Teachers will provide VEEO to address all subject areas and
appropriate standards based on the grade level or course work of their
students. These can be review activities, new learning, or a combination
of both. The platform teachers use is left up to the teacher, which might
include email, a classroom app, Google classroom, Zoom, etc.
A reminder that grab-and-go breakfasts and lunches are
available Monday through Friday from 10:00-11:00. The community food
pantry is open during the same days and times. Access for both is at the
elementary doors.

Tri-Corner-Express Ad Prices
The Tri-Corner-Express ad prices are as follows. Please email us your
ad at tricorner@newvirginia.com or drop off your ad at Black Mailbox
labeled TriCorner Express on The Hen House - West Street
New Virginia, IA
2x2
$15.00
2 x 3 1/2
$25.00
3x4
$40.00
5x7
$75.00
10 x 7
$150.00
Thank You's, Birth Announcements, Birthdays, and Anniversaries:
0 - 50 words = $5.00
51 - 100 words = $10.00
$0.10 per word over 100 words $5.00 for each photo
Obituaries and Weddings (Including one photo): $25.00
* Additional photo(s) $5.00 each

Wanda Ann Davidson, daughter of Glenn Palmer and Bernice (Hainline) Palmer was born
on December 18, 1929, at the family farm in Union County, Iowa and passed from this life
Wednesday, March 25, 2020, at Clarke County Hospital in Osceola, Iowa at 90 years of age.
Wanda grew up living on farms in the Thayer and Truro, Iowa areas. One of her most
traumatic experiences was watching her farmhouse burn from the distance while in school in 1936.
She played 6 person basketball and started as an 8th grader on the Thayer State tournament team.
She was all state as a senior playing with her sister Waunita leading their Truro team to the state
tournament. Wanda graduated from Truro High School in 1948 and immediately started college that
summer. She started teaching in Brush College School north of Murray just a couple of miles from
the family farm that fall. When the roads were muddy she had to walk to school.
Wanda taught at rural schools in Peru, Iowa, and south of Murray the next couple of years
before beginning at Murray Community Schools in 1952. While there she taught sixth grade
retiring after 43 years helping to shape hundreds of young minds. Through the years, Wanda
attended summer and night school graduating with her Bachelor’s Degree from Drake University.
Wanda was united in marriage to Kenneth Eugene Davidson on May 24,1950, at the
Murray Church of Christ in Murray, Iowa, and this union was blessed with a son, Mark, in
September of 1956. They made their home in Murray and were very strong supporters of the
Murray community. They loved sports and watched many sporting events including those their son,
Mark, participated in as well as many school events. Wanda was an avid Iowa Hawkeye and Cub
fan, catching many of their games on TV. They were long time members of the Murray Church of
Christ, the Murray Community Booster Club, and the Murray Community School Foundation.
Wanda was also a 36 year breast cancer survivor. Ken and Wanda enjoyed spending time with their
son Mark, his wife Lori, and their grandchildren Jessalyn and Zachary. They enjoyed many
sporting events and dance recitals during their visits.
In her later years, Wanda enjoyed visits from her friend and long time fellow teacher,
Karen Burgus, usually bringing doughnuts, her friend June Flaherty bringing her mail, and
neighbors Bill and Julia Kerns bringing fresh produce and canned goods from their garden. Wanda
also loved her annual trek to Blair to spend the holidays with her family.
Those relatives who preceded Wanda in death were her parents, Glenn and Bernice Palmer,
in-laws, Elmer and Maude Davidson, husband Kenneth Davidson, brothers Elwood and Gale
Palmer, and brother, Basil Dick. Brother and sister in-laws Delbert and Rose Davidson, Ralph and
Irma Davidson, and Anne Davidson.
Wanda leaves to cherish her memory; son, Mark and his wife Lori Davidson and
granddaughter Jessalyn of Blair, NE, grandson, Zachary Davidson of Denver, CO, brother, Glen
(Marilynn) Palmer of Omaha, NE, sister, Waunita(Dale) Delong of Omaha, NE, sister-in-law,
Elizabeth Palmer of Truro, IA, sister-in-law, Dixie Palmer of Weatherford, OK, sister-in-law,
Florence Dick of Gilbert, AZ, brother-in-law Richard Davidson of York, Maine, as well as many
other relatives and many friends and former students.
A celebration of Wanda’s Life will be held at a later date.
Memorial contributions may be directed to the Murray Community School foundation.
Online condolences may be directed to the family at www.kalefuneralhome.com.

In Years Past…
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1948 - Get well quicker from your cough due to a cold. Foley’s Honey & Tar

Purebred Dorset Ewes & Rams
Stocky Maternal Type
The Ewes have super maternal
instincts and plenty of milk
for their lambs.
Fred & Joyce Rider
Murray, Iowa
641-340-0330

In Years Past…
April 9, 1973 - 15
inches of snow and
50 mph winds
Saturday night,
Sunday and Monday
with heavy drifting
closed roads, schools
and businesses and
killed cows. Stock
losses were estimated
to be $30 million.

The City of New Virginia and the
community would like to thank John Alsup
for the brick work done on the Welcome to
New Virginia signs on highway G76 and
R45.
The Hometown Pride committee was
approached by the Virginia Boosters 4 H
Club last year wanting to donate funds for
Welcome Signs. The design was chosen and
John Bortel was contacted to fabricate it.
Additional funds were raised through donations and selling of bricks with names of donators appearing on the base of the sign.
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Community Happenings
NOTICE
The Virginia Township Trustees are
having 2 special meetings in order to
discuss the fact that the town of New
Virginia is purchasing the Virginia Township
Fire Department from the Township for the
sum of $1.00. The dates of these meetings
are April 19, 2020 and April 26, 2020. Both
meetings are at 5 p.m. at the fire station
meeting room.
The public will not be allowed to
attend because of the social distancing for
COVID-19. However, any statements that
the public wants to make regarding this
transfer of ownership can be sent to
Virginia Township, PO Box 493 New
Virginia, Iowa 50210 or email to
Marilyn@kccdr.com or by phone to Cheryl
Boles at 641-449-3636, Joe Stuart at
515-971-2503, and Chad Daniels at 515577-2583.

Plans for the New Virginia Alumni Banquet are on
hold due to the COVID -19 virus. The committee will
meet and update members after social distancing
restrictions have been lifted.
Thank you
We would like to take this time to give thanks and to praise God for
the prayers, cards, flowers, phone calls, visitors and well wishes while Lonnie
was in the hospital and for when he returned home. Lonnie was in an ATV
accident June 13, 2019. While spraying thistles, he flipped his 600 lb
4-wheeler onto his back where he laid for 9 hours. He spent 13 days in the
hospital.
A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU to the following: New Virginia
Fire & Rescue EMTs for their quick response, Unitypoint Life Flight,
Unitypoint doctors and nurses at Iowa Methodist Medical Center in Des
Moines, Warren County Sheriff and 911 dispatch, rehab care and all the
tender care; Alan Brommel for his quick action and muscle; Connie
Brommel, Tina & John McCuddin, Brian & Julie Vyskocil and Byron Hobart
for mowing; Debbie Matney for her daily visits and chores; Dick Schumacher
and Dave Smith for being such GREAT neighbors and being on call 24/7 if
needed and doing chores; Byron Hobart, John McCuddin, Jim Anthony, Greg
Anthony, Alan & Connie Brommel for cutting wood.
We cannot express our gratitude, thankfulness and appreciation
enough, we are truly blessed with amazing friends, family and community.

New Virginia Spring Clean
Postponed
Residents of New Virginia please note the
Spring Cleanup scheduled for May 9, 2020
has been postponed due to COVID19. We
hope to reschedule this for late summer or
early fall. Please check the city’s website
and Facebook page for any update.
Please email cityclerk@newvirginia.com or
call 641-449-3492 with any questions in
regards to spring cleanup. Thank you

Blessings to you all,
Lonnie and Sue Douglas
Alan and Connie Brommel & Family
John and Tina McCuddin & Family
Dave and Debbie Matney & Family

ALL NEWS/COMMUNITY
HAPPENINGS WELCOME
We welcome anyone who would like to
submit news items, points of interest or
any other community happenings to be
published in the paper. These items
would be family gatherings, places you
have been, or news items that have
taken place. Please place these items in
the black box located at the hen house
or email them to
tricorner@newvirginia.com.
We will publish them in our paper.

J & L Sanitation Service
PUT YOUR CANS IN GOOD HANDS!

2037 10th Ave
Truro, IA 50257

Phone
641-765-4282
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HUNTING DOGS
FOR SALE

Redbone-Catahoula cross
Parents are proven hunters on
Coyote, coon, hogs, and bear.
Terry Garner
515-249-6371

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR NEW VIRGINIA
For your safety on the roads
Please take notice when walking or riding your bicycle on the City streets. It is recommended
to walk facing oncoming traffic on the same side of the road as oncoming traffic. City
Ordinance 24.55 PEDESTRIANS ON LEFT states pedestrians shall at all times when
walking upon a street or highway where there is no sidewalk walk on the left side of such
street or highway. When bicycling, you will want to ride on the right (going in the same
direction as automobile traffic). City Ordinance 25.04 RIDING ON ROADWAYS states
every person operating a bicycle upon a roadway shall ride to the right-hand side of the
roadway as practicable, exercising due care when passing a standing vehicle or one
proceeding in the same direction. Please be courteous to other vehicles on the streets when
walking or riding a bicycle and abide by the Ordinances stated above. Always remember
safety first.

Tax Day now July 15: Treasury, IRS extend
filing deadline and federal tax payments regardless of
amount owed IR-2020-58, March 21, 2020
WASHINGTON — The Treasury Department and Internal Revenue Service
announced today that the federal income tax filing due date is automatically extended
from April 15, 2020, to July 15, 2020. Taxpayers can also defer federal income tax
payments due on April 15, 2020, to July 15, 2020, without penalties and interest,
regardless of the amount owed. This deferment applies to all taxpayers, including
individuals, trusts and estates, corporations and other non-corporate tax filers as well
as those who pay self-employment tax.
Taxpayers do not need to file any additional forms or call the IRS to qualify
for this automatic federal tax filing and payment relief. Individual taxpayers who
need additional time to file beyond the July 15 deadline, can request a filing extension
by filing Form 4868 through their tax professional, tax software or using the Free
File link on IRS.gov. Businesses who need additional time must file Form 7004.
The IRS urges taxpayers who are due a refund to file as soon as possible.
Most tax refunds are still being issued within 21 days. "Even with the filing deadline
extended, we urge taxpayers who are owed refunds to file as soon as possible and file
electronically," said IRS Commissioner Chuck Rettig. "Filing electronically with
direct deposit is the quickest way to get refunds. Although we are curtailing some
operations during this period, the IRS is continuing with mission-critical operations
to support the nation, and that includes accepting tax returns and sending refunds.
As a federal agency vital to the overall operations of our country, we ask for
your personal support, your understanding – and your patience. I'm incredibly proud
of our employees as we navigate through numerous different challenges in this very
rapidly changing environment." The IRS will continue to monitor issues related to the
COVID-19 virus, and updated information will be posted on a special coronavirus
page on IRS.gov.
This announcement comes following the President's emergency declaration
last week pursuant to the Stafford Act. The Stafford Act is a federal law designed to
bring an orderly and systematic means of federal natural disaster and emergency
assistance for state and local governments in carrying out their responsibilities to aid
citizens. It was enacted in 1988.
Treasury and IRS will issue additional guidance as needed and continue
working with Congress, on a bipartisan basis, on legislation to provide further relief
to the American people.

USDA Stands Up New Team to Better Serve Beginning Farmers and Ranchers
WASHINGTON, March 17, 2020 ─The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is standing up a new team of
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) staff that will lead a department-wide effort focused on serving
beginning farmers and ranchers.
“More than a quarter of producers are beginning farmers,” said USDA Deputy Secretary Stephen
Censky. “We need to support the next generation of agricultural producers who we will soon rely upon to
grow our nation’s food and fiber.”
To institutionalize support for beginning farmers and ranchers and to build upon prior agency
work, the 2018 Farm Bill directed USDA to create a national coordinator position in the agency and
state-level coordinators for four of its agencies – Farm Service Agency (FSA), Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS), Risk Management Agency (RMA), and Rural Development (RD).
Sarah Campbell was selected as the national coordinator to lead USDA’s efforts. A beginning
farmer herself, Campbell held previous positions with USDA and has a wealth of experience working on
issues impacting beginning farmers and ranchers. She recently served as acting director of customer
experience for the Farm Production and Conservation Business Center, where she led the piloting of
innovative, customer-centric initiatives.
In her new role, she will work closely with the state coordinators to develop goals and create
plans to increase beginning farmer participation and access to programs while coordinating nationwide
efforts on beginning farmers and ranchers.
“We know starting a new farm business is extremely challenging, and we know our customers
value and benefit from being able to work directly with our field employees, especially beginning farmers,”
Campbell said. “These new coordinators will be a key resource at the local level and will help beginning
farmers get the support they need. I look forward to working with them.”
Each state coordinator will receive training and develop tailored beginning farmer outreach
plans for their state. Coordinators will help field employees better reach and serve beginning farmers and
ranchers and will also be available to assist beginning farmers who need help navigating the variety of
resources USDA has to offer.
More on Beginning Farmers
Twenty seven percent of farmers were categorized as new and beginning producers, with 10 years or less
of experience in agriculture, according to the 2017 Census of Agriculture.
USDA offers a variety of farm loan, risk management, disaster assistance, and conservation
programs to support farmers, including beginning farmers and ranchers. Additionally, a number of these
programs have provisions specifically for beginning farmers, including targeted funding for loans and
conservation programs as well as waivers and exemptions.
Learn more about USDA’s resources for beginning farmers as well as more information on the national and
state-level coordinators at newfarmers.usda.gov and farmers.gov. For more information on available
programs in your area, contact your local USDA service center.

Benefit Your Community: Be Counted in the 2020 Census
The 2020 Census is coming. The count is mandated by the Constitution to count everyone living in the U.S. And has happened every 10 years since 1790. In March 2020, the U.S. Census Bureau will send every household an invitation to complete a simple questionnaire about who lives at your address on April 1, 2020. The 2020 Census is easy, safe and important.
Why respond? Census results help determine how billions in federal funding is distributed to states and communities each year for
services and programs, such as schools, clinics and roads. Census results also determine how many seats Iowa will have in Congress
and our community’s representation in the state Legislature.
How to respond? The 2020 Census marks the first time people can respond online. You will also be able to respond by phone. If you
do not respond online or by phone, you will eventually receive a questionnaire form in the mail. For households that do not self-respond, a census taker will follow up in person to have you complete the census.
Who do I count in my home? The person completing the form should list all people living in the household as of April 1, 2020, This
includes everyone living and sleeping at your home most of the time, such as relatives and friends, people who are formally or informally renting from you. Remember to count any children living with you, including foster children, grandchildren, nieces and nephews, children of friends (even if they are temporarily living with you). Children who split time between homes are counted where they
live April 1, 2020.
What happens to my responses? When you respond to the census, your answers are protected by law. The Census Bureau keeps
your individual responses strictly confidential and used only to produce aggregate statistics.
What if I have other questions?
Get more info: 2020Census.gov
To shape the future of your community, be counted.
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Assumption Shrine, Churchville
(Formerly Church of the Assumption)
2841 South Street,
Churchville, IA
Business Office:
c/o St. John the Apostle Church
720 Orchard Hills Drive,
Norwalk, IA 50211
Fr. Daniel KIrby
Mass Tuesday evenings at 5:30 p.m.
(Rosary at 5:10 p.m)
Mass : First Sunday of the month at
10:30 a.m. (Rosary at 10:10 am)
-------------------------------------------St Patrick’s Irish Settlement
3396 155th St Cumming, IA 50061
Fr Thomas Dooley - 515-462-1083
Mass: Sunday 8 am
Religious Ed: Ginny Darr,
ginginery@aol.com
or call 515-707-9243
—---------------------------------------Martensdale Community Church
(An Evangelical Free Church)
3953 Hoover St PO Box 200
Martensdale, IA 50160
1 mile north of Martensdale on Hwy 28
Pastor: Jeremy Kidder
641-764-2491
Associate Pastor: Daniel Moore
Sunday Worship 9:00 am
Bible Study: 10:30 am
Sr. High Youth 6 pm Sunday
Awana: 6:30 pm Wed Sept thru Apr.
Jr High Youth 6:30 pm Wed Sept thru
Apr. www.mcc-church.com
----------------------------------------

Fairview Community Church
19705 Hwy 69 Indianola, IA 50125
515-961-6069
Pastor Gearold McElwee
Cell 515-669-5519
Sunday School: 9:30 am
Sun Morning Worship 10:30 am
Sun Evening Worship 5:30 pm
Cubi Club & Twenty/20 - 5:30 pm
Adult Endeavor - 6:00 pm
Wed Bible Study & Youth Classes 7 pm

Church of Christ

Church Directory
Grace Baptist Church
304 Knotts Street
New Virginia, IA 50210
Pastor Michael Mattson
www.gbcnv.org
Sunday Worship: 10:30 am
Wednesday Evening:
Youth 7 pm, Prayer 7:30 pm
—------------------------------------St Charles Parish
305 W Main St PO Box 208
St Charles, IA 50240
Pastor: Darin Feikema
641-396-2441
www.saintcharlesparish.org
Sunday School 9 am
Worship Service 9:45 am
Fellowship time: 11 am
—------------------------------------Truro Congregational
Christian Church UCC
155 E Garfield Box 17 Truro, IA 50257
Pastor Kenneth Briggs
641-765-4524 Cell:515-314-6494
Email: revkbriggsacc@msn.com
Sunday School: 9:30 am
Worship 10:30 am
Coffee & Fellowship: 11:30 am
—-----------------------------------Immaculate Conception
101 St James St PO Box 88
St Marys, IA 50241
Fr. Chris Fontanini
Mass : Sunday 8 am
Leasa Garrett (Office Manager)
immacula@netins.net
515-961-3026
Office Hours: Tues/Fri 9 am-4 pm
Religious Ed - Sunday morning
following mass
Michelle Fick (Director) 641-297-2233

Calvary Baptist Church
109 N. Hartman St. Charles, IA 50240
641-396-2234
Pastor Doug Helton 641-396-2747
Sunday School – 9:30 AM
Worship – 10:40 AM & 6 PM
Wed. Prayer, Bible Study & Youth – 7 PM
Wed. AWANA (Sept-April) 6:30-8 PM
—-----------------------------------------New Virginia Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
604 Main Street. / Box 112
New Virginia IA 50210
Pastor: Darin Feikema
515-490-4444 Cell: 515-770-3713
Sunday School: 10 AM
Sunday Worship: 11 AM
—-----------------------------------------New Virginia United Methodist Church
301 West Street / Box 301
New Virginia IA 50210
641-449-3779
Pastor Bruce Giese
515-867-4088
Pastor’s email: pstrbruceg@gmail.com
Church email: Newvamed@iowatelecom.net
Sunday Worship: 10:30 AM
Fellowship following Worship Service
Sunday School at 9:15 AM Sept - May
Youth: 5:45 PM Wednesday Sept - May
Quilters Tuesday 1-4 PM
Necessities Pantry open 6:00- 7:00 p.m.
2nd Wednesday

____________________________

Peru Murray United Methodist Church
Pastor Brandon Campbell
No Sunday School
Peru Worship 9:00 am
Murray Worship 10:30 am
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UMW 1:00 p.m. 1st Thursday (except July &
August)
Like us on Facebook:
New Virginia United Methodist Church
—--------------------------------------------Medora United Methodist Church
10804 Hwy G-76 / Box 301
New Virginia IA 50210
641-449-3779
Pastor Bruce Giese
515-867-4088
Pastor’s email: pstrbruceg@gmail.com
Church email; Newvamed@iowatelecom.net
Sunday School: 9:15 AM (children)
Worship: 9 AM
Quilters: 1:00 P.M. Thursday

10985 44th Lane Prole IA 50229
Sunday Worship: 10 AM & 6 PM
Wednesday Worship: 7 PM
Elder: Duane Proudfit 515-961-4470
Elder: Mike Penick 515-989-4165
Deacon: Fred Bown 641-764-2484
Deacon: Richard Bown: 641-764-2765
—---------------------------------------Linn Grove United Methodist Church
7483--50th Ave
(4 miles north of Martensdale)
(1 block east of Hwy 28)
Prole IA, 50229
Pastor: Bernie Colorado
515-981-4062
Sunday Breakfast: 8 - 9:30 AM
(free will offering)
Traditional & Children Sunday Worship 10 AM
Adult Sunday School-1st & 3rd Sunday 11:15 AM
Pastor’s email: bernieco2003@yahoo.com
—-----------------------------------------Broadhorn Community Church
½ mile East of Truro Exit, then ½ mile North
Pastor: Rev. Larry Smith
641-765-4555
Worship Service: Sunday 10 AM
Prayer & Study: Monday 7 PM
at Pastor’s home: 750 - 1st St. in Truro
Pastorlarry@netins.net
—-----------------------------------------St. Paul Lutheran
(Evangelical Lutheran Church in America)ELCA
615 Iowa Ave / Box 290
Martensdale IA 50160
641-764-2752
Pastor Don Rothweiler:
C- 515-975-9225
Donrothweiler@yahoo.com
Worship: 10:00 AM
Sunday School PreK - 6th: During worship
—-------------------------------------------Grace Bible Church of Southern Iowa
410 N Dewey
Osceola, IA 50213
641-784-8890
Sunday School: 9 am
Worship Service: 10 am
Pastor Chuck Myer

In Years Past…
April 1973 - The annual
school Activities
Carnival that was to
have been held in the
New Virginia Gym
Saturday has to be
canceled due to the
Attorney General
enforcement of Iowa’s
anti-gambling law.

What’s happening at the New Virginia Public Library?
New Virginia Public Library
We will be closed per the State Library recommendation
until further notice.
Until we open up again
you can visit us on Facebook
where we will be posting online activities
that you can do at home
or check out e-books on the Libby App
or on your computer at http://bridges.lib.overdrive.com

Lonnie’s
Barber Shop
Will be closed until further
notice due to COVID-19.
I would like to thank everyone
for their contributions through
Facebook. I’m overwhelmed
with all of the support of my
customers. Be safe & take care!

Lonnie Baughman

Please don’t discharge
Grass in the road,
It is like riding on ice for
Motorcycles.
Thank you!

If you have any questions
you can leave a message at 641-449-3614
or at www.newvirginia.lib.ia.us

Recycling Dates
New Virginia:

And many more!
Check us out on facebook

Thursday, April 23rd
Thursday, May 7th
Thursday, May 21st

Please be remindful of our farmers and agricultural workers as spring
approaches. They will be spending more time on the roads with slow moving
tractors and large equipment. To prevent being injured or killed
on rural roads, the DOT advises drivers to slow down, pay
close attention, be patient behind slow-moving vehicles, wear
your seatbelt, and be aware that road conditions can change
quickly, especially on gravel roads.

To our Advertisers and Volunteers!
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MAILING NOTICE:

American Legion

If you are a family that is open
enrolled in I-35 School District or
Martensdale/STMary’s School
District, and wish to be added to our
mailing list please send your name
and address to:
tricorner@newvirginia.com

New Virginia Chapter
We continue to follow the Governor’s
Recommendation during the
COVID-19 Pandemic.
We hope to hold our monthly
Breakfast on
Saturday, May 9th, 7:00-10:00 A.M.
Take-out available.

We will add you to our mailing list.

For future Hall Rental
Contact Roger Kitner.
515-230-8494

Savage Excavating
• Dozer & Excavator Work
•Demolition of Residential, Commercial, &
Agricultural Structures
P.O. Box 219
407 South Street
New Virginia, IA 50210
Steve Savage

515-360-0911

The city of New Virginia
has updated our website.
Check us out!
www.newvirginia.com

DRYSEAL
Roofing
Siding
Windows
Free Hail Claim &
Service + Inspection!

Call Today…
641-764-2711
Martensdale, IA
Thanks For Staying Local!

In Years Past…
1942 - Leachman Lumber Company reports
there is no shingle shortage in New Virginia.
Their last shipment contained 1200 bundles
which were added to their existing stock of
over 1000 bundles.

Bart's Tire & Auto
Bart Brass
General Manager
1452 G 76 Hwy,
New Virginia, IA 50210
Cell: (515)202-9160
Shop:(641)449-3715
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